Appin. No. 10/795,970 

Amendment dated April 16, 2007 

Reply to Office Action mailed November 16, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

Application. 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A safety syringe and cap holding device comprising: 

a syringe having a body portion and a needle assembly interconnected with the 
body portion, the needle assembly including a needle with an injection end and a hub^ 
the hub including at least one recess disposed annularlv about the hub ; 

a cover removably attached to the hub and covering the injection end of the needle^ 
the cover including at least a pair of opposing protrusions for engagement with the at least 
one recess of the hub : 

a cap holding device having a receptacle for receiving the cover; and 
means in the cap holding device for disengaging the cover from the hub and 
retaining the cover in the cap holding device to allow the syringe and needle assembly 
to be withdrawn from the cap holding device with the injection end of the needle 
uncovered while the cover remains in the cap holding device. 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[3]] 1, wherein the means for 
disengaging the cover comprises a linkage system in the cap holding device for moving 
the at least on e protrus i on pair of opposing protrusions out of engagement with the at 
least one recess for disengaging the cover from the hub. 

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the linkage system 
comprises one or more hooks for engaging one or more handles on the cover for 
disengaging the at least on e protrus i on pair of opposing protrusions away from the at 
least one recess to disengage the cover from the hub. 

6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the linkage system is 
actuated remotely from the cap holding device. 

7. (Currently Amended) A saf e ty syr i ng e and cap ho l d i ng d e v i c e compr i s i ng: a syring e 
ha v i ng -a body port i on a nd a n ee d le a ss e mbly i nt e rconn e ct e d w i th th e body port i on, th e 
n ee d le ass e mb l y i nc l ud i ng a n ee d le and a hub, th e hub compr i s i ng a t lea st on e r e c e ss 
d i spos e d annu l ar l y a bout th e hub; a cov e r r e movab l y a tt a ch e d to th e hub and cov e r i ng 
th e n ee d le , th e cov e r compr i s i ng a t lea st on e protrus i on for e ng a g e m e nt w i th th e at 
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lea st - on e r e c e ss of th e hub; a hous i ng h a v i ng a r e c e pt a c le for r e c ei v i ng th e cov e r; a nd 
m e ans i n th e hous i ng - for - d i s e ng a g i ng th e- cov e r from th e hub to a Wow th e- syr i ng e a nd 
n ee d le a ss e mb l y to b e w i thdr a wn from th e hous i ng for us e wh ile th e cov e r r e ma i ns i n 
th e hous i ng. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the means for disengaging the cover 
compr i s i ng comprises one or more solenoids in the hous i ng cap holding device for 
moving one or more hooks for engaging one or more handles on the cover for 
disengaging the at least on e- protrusion pair of opposing protrusions from the at least 
one recess to disengage the cover from the hub. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the plurality of solenoids are 
actuated remotely from the hous i ng cap holding device . 

9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising means in the 
cap holding device for selectively retaining or releasing the cover from engagement 
within the cap holding device. 

10. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the means for selectively 
retaining or releasing the cover comprises a linkage system in the cap holding device 
for engaging and disengaging a tip of the oap cover . 

11. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the means for selectively 
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retaining or releasing the cover comprises one or more solenoids having one or more 
hooks for engaging and disengaging the cap in the cap holding device. 

12. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the cap holding device 
comprises a weighted base. 

13-21. (Canceled) 

22. (New) A safety syringe and cap holding device comprising; 

a syringe having a body portion and a needle assembly interconnected with the 
body portion, the needle assembly including a needle with an injection end and a hub; 

a cover removably attached to the hub and covering the injection end of the needle, 
the cover including one or more handles corresponding to one or more internally facing 
protrusions; 

a cap holding device having a receptacle for receiving the cover; and 
means in the cap holding device for disengaging the cover from the hub and 
retaining the cover in the cap holding device to allow the syringe and needle assembly 
to be withdrawn from the cap holding device with the injection end of the needle 
uncovered while the cover remains in the cap holding device, the means for 
disengaging the cover comprising one or more hooks in the receptacle for engaging the 
one or more handles to move the one or more internally facing protrusions from the 
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hub. 

23. (New) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein each of the one or more hooks is 
substantially oval and includes an interior opening. 

24. (New) The apparatus of Claim 23, wherein the cover including at least a pair of 
opposing handles. 

25. (New) The apparatus of Claim 22, wherein the one or more hooks is sized to extend 
through the one or more handles. 

26. (New) A safety syringe and cap holding device comprising: 

a syringe having a body portion and a needle assembly interconnected with the 
body portion, the needle assembly including a needle with an injection end and a hub; 
a cover removably attached to the hub and covering the injection end of the needle; 
a cap holding device comprising a housing having a receptacle for receiving the 

cover; 

means in the cap holding device for disengaging the cover from the hub and 
retaining the cover in the cap holding device to allow the syringe and needle assembly 
to be withdrawn from the cap holding device with the injection end of the needle 
uncovered while the cover remains in the cap holding device; and 
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an actuator positioned remotely from the housing for actuating the cap holding 
device. 



27. (New) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the actuator is not integrally attached to 
the housing. 
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